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	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part V, “Pension and Parents’ Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC),” Subpart i, “Eligibility and Development.”

Notes: Minor editorial changes have been made to 
· update reference citations
· update incorrect or obsolete hyperlink references
· update the term “veteran” to “Veteran”
· update obsolete terminology, where appropriate
· update the term “Improved Pension” to “Pension”
· update the term “live pension” to “Veterans Pension”
· update the term “death pension” to “Survivors Pension”
· use the term “entitlement” rather than “eligibility” where appropriate

· reassign alphabetical designations to individual blocks, where necessary, to account for new and/or deleted blocks within a topic
· reorganize the topics and blocks into a more logical order
· clarify topic/block labels and/or topic/block text, and 
· bring the document into conformance with M21-1 standards.


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation

	· To combine former V.i.2.1.b and c.
· To add the Survivors Pension elements of entitlement and statutory authorities to former V.i.2.1.c.
	Part V, Subpart i, Chapter 2, Topic 1, Block a
(V.i.2.1.a)

	· To move information regarding Pension development guidelines from V.i.2.1.g to a more logical location.

· To add a reference for relationship development.
· To add a note to refer to III.i.3.A and III.i.3.B when processing fully developed claims.
	V.i.2.1.b

	To add a block describing Veterans Pension effective dates.
	V.i.2.1.c

	· To move information regarding Survivors Pension effective dates from V.iii.1.A.1.c to a more logical location.
· To add a note to indicate that the month of death payment should be paid on an original award to a surviving spouse if it was not paid automatically.
	V.i.2.1.d

	To add a block to indicate when a rating determination of permanent and total disability is not required, along with a note to state that a medical foster home is equivalent to a nursing home.
	V.i.2.2.a

	To move content previously located at V.i.2.5 to a more logical location.
	V.i.2.2.b

	· To move content previously located at V.i.2.1.e and f to a more logical location.

· To clarify when VA may presume disability based on the Social Security Administration (SSA) Disability Onset Date field in Share.
	V.i.2.2.c 
V.i.2.2.d

	To add a block to indicate when a rating determination of permanent and total disability is required.
	V.i.2.2.e

	· To combine content previously located at V.i.2.3.a with former V.i.2.2.a.

· To clarify that medical evidence may also be accepted from a Certified Nurse Practitioner (CNP), Clinical Nurse Specialist (CNS) or a Physician Assistant (PA).
	V.i.2.2.f

(former V.i.2.2.a)

	To add references pertaining to VA’s duty to assist in obtaining Federal and non-Federal treatment records.
	V.i.2.2.h

(former V.i.2.2.c)

	· To clarify what information a Veteran must provide in order for VA to make an unemployability decision.

· To remove outdated application information.
	V.i.2.2.i
(former V.i.2.3.b)

	To clarify that pension is not payable for any condition due to the Veteran’s own willful misconduct and to add references for information on willful misconduct.
	V.i.2.4.a
(former V.i.2.5.a)

	To clarify when an original pension claim should be referred to the rating activity.
	V.i.2.5.a
(former V.i.2.7.a)

	To delete V.i.2.1.a because it is redundant and because the term “disability pension” is no longer used.
	---

	To delete V.i.2.1.d because it is redundant of content now located at V.i.2.2.a
	---

	To delete V.i.2.3.a because it contains outdated claims information.
	---


	Rescissions
	None 


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	David R. McLenachan, Director
Pension and Fiduciary Service


	Distribution
	LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED
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