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	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part IV, “Compensation, DIC and Death Compensation Benefits,” Subpart iii, “Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) and Death Compensation.”

Notes: 

· The term regional office (RO) also includes pension management center (PMC), where appropriate.

· The term Veterans Service Center Manager (VSCM) also includes Pension Management Center Manager (PMCM), where appropriate.

· Minor editorial changes have also been made to 

· update incorrect or obsolete hyperlink references

· update the term “veteran” to “Veteran”

· update obsolete terminology, where appropriate

· renumber each topic based on the standard that the first topic in each section is Topic 1

· reassign alphabetical designations to individual blocks and repaginate, where necessary, to account for new and/or deleted blocks within a topic

· reorganize the topics and blocks into a more logical order
· update section and topic titles to more accurately reflect their content

· clarify block labels and/or block text, and 

· bring the document into conformance with M21-1 standards.


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation

	To create new sections (A & B) entitled:
· Section A – “Rating Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC),” and
· Section B – “Special Monthly Benefits for Survivors.”
	M21-1, Part IV, Subpart iii, Chapter 2

(IV.iii.2)

	To create new topics (1 & 2) entitled:
· Topic 1 – “DIC benefits Under 38 U.S.C. 1310 & 1318,” and
· Topic 2 – “DIC benefits Under 38 U.S.C. 1151.”
	IV.iii.2.A.1&2

	· To change block title from “Making a Decision” to “When DIC is Payable Under 38 U.S.C. 1310”. 
· To incorporate guidance under Fast Letter (FL) 13-04, Simplified Processing of Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) Claims, regarding when to grant DIC.
	IV.iii.2.A.1.b

	· To move preexisting block from IV.iii.3.A.2.c. 
· To add additional bullet per FL13-04.
	IV.iii.2.A.1.c

	To move preexisting block from IV.iii.3.A.2.b. 
	IV.iii.2.A.1.d

	· To move preexisting block from IV.iii.3.A.2.d.

· To add note incorporating guidance from FL13-04.
	IV.iii.2.A.1.e

	To move note from IV.iii.2.1.d to newly created block.
	IV.iii.2.A.1.f

	To reword note in IV.iii.2.1.e.
	IV.iii.2.A.1.g

	To add a block incorporating service treatment records (STR) guidance from FL 13-04.
	IV.iii.2.A.1.h

	To add a block incorporating guidance from FL 13-04 and VAOPGCPREC 80-90, July 18, 1990.
	IV.iii.2.A.1.i

	To add a block instructing what action to take on a DIC claim when there is a concurrent service connection substitution claim on appeal.
	IV.iii.2.A.1.j

	To move preexisting wording from IV.ii.2.G.a.
	IV.iii.2.A.2.a

	· To create a block to reference IV.ii.2.G (which is where to find guidance on rating under 38 U.S.C. 1151).  
· To incorporate guidance from VAOPGCPREC 80-90, July 18, 1990.
	IV.iii.2.A.1.b

	To create new topics (1 & 2) entitled:
· Topic 1 – General Rating Issues, and
· Topic 2 – Aid and Attendance (A&A) and Housebound Benefits.
	IV.iii.2.B.1&2

	To move block IV.iii.2.2.a to a new location.
	IV.iii.2.B.2.a

	To move block IV.iii.2.2.b to a new location.
	IV.iii.2.B.2.b

	To move block IV.iii.2.2.c to a new location.
	IV.iii.2.B.1.a

	· To move block IV.iii.2.2.d to a new location.  

· To add examples of licensed health care professionals.
	IV.iii.2.B.1.b

	To move block IV.iii.2.2.e to a new location.
	IV.iii.2.B.1.c

	To move block IV.iii.2.2.f to a new location.
	IV.iii.2.B.2.c

	To move block IV.iii.2.2.g to a new location.
	IV.iii.2.B.1.d


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	David R. McLenachan, Director
Pension and Fiduciary Service


	Distribution
	LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED
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