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Transmittal Sheet 
 
	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part IV, “Compensation, DIC, and Death Compensation Benefits,” Subpart iii, “Dependency and Indemnity Compensation and Death Compensation Claims.”

Notes:  
The term regional office (RO) also includes pension management center (PMC), where appropriate.
Minor editorial changes have also been made to 
remove references to rescinded portions of M21-1
update incorrect or obsolete hyperlink references
update obsolete terminology, where appropriate
to update military finance center to Retired Pay Center (RPC)
renumber each topic based on the standard that the first topic in each section is Topic 1
reassign alphabetical designations to individual blocks and repaginate, where necessary, to account for new and/or deleted blocks within a topic
update section and topic titles to more accurately reflect their content
clarify block labels and/or block text, and 
bring the documents into conformance with M21-1 standards.



	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation

	To rename section from Section I to Section F to account for deleted sections in this Chapter.
	Part IV, Subpart iii, Chapter 3, Section F
(IV.iii.3.F)

	To indicate which Retired Pay Centers (RPCs) handle Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) payments.
	IV.iii.3.F.1.a

	To add language making clear that, in general, a surviving spouse is not entitled to receive his or her full amount of Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) and Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) benefits concurrently.
	IV.iii.3.F.1.b

	To move information in block entitled “Handling an Overpayment of SBP” from IV.iii.3.F.2.e to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.3.F.1.c

	To move block entitled “Effective Dates of DIC and SBP” from IV.iii.3.F.2.f to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.3.F.1.d

	To add block containing information from III.ii.1.C.16 (which will be removed), which discusses potential entitlement to SBP.
	IV.iii.3.F.1.e

	To remove the requirement for the Veterans Service Center Manager (VSCM) to review awards that are not referred to the finance activity due to no potential entitlement to the SBP.
	IV.iii.3.F.1.f

	To delete block entitled “Definition: Basis DIC” and move information to more logical location in IV.iii.3.F.2.d.
	----------------------

	To delete block entitled “Contact With DFAS Regarding SBP” because updated information is discussed IV.iii.3.F.2.d.
	----------------------

	To delete block entitled “Processing SBP Cases at the Manila RO” and moved relevant information to IV.iii.3.F.2.d.
	----------------------

	To add information regarding the definition of the basic DIC rate previously in topic 1.
	IV.iii.3.F.2.b

	To add instructions on how to respond to RPC inquiries if a DIC claim is pending, was not filed, or was denied.
	IV.iii.3.F.2.c

	To add procedures on how to contact the Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) to determine SBP payments.
	IV.iii.3.F.2.d

	To move a block previously in III.ii.1.C.16.e that provides a fax template for requesting information from DFAS.
	IV.iii.3.F.2.e

	To add procedures on how to contact the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) to determine SBP payments.
	IV.iii.3.F.2.f

	To delete block entitled “Message on DIC Awards Indicating Potential Entitlement to SBP” and moving information to IV.iii.3.F.1.c.
	----------------------

	To delete blocks entitled “Determining the Surviving Spouse’s Benefit Rate for Month of Death” and “Determining the Surviving Spouse’s Benefit Rate for Month of Death When Death is SC” as updated information is discussed in IV.iii.3.B, and this is not an appropriate location for this information.
	----------------------

	To delete block entitled “Handling an Overpayment of SBP” and move relevant information to a more logical location in IV.iii.3.F.1.c.
	----------------------

	To delete block entitled “Effective Dates of DIC and SBP” and move to more logical location in IV.iii.3.F.1.d.
	----------------------

	To indicate that RPCs now send inquiries to pension management centers (PMCs).
	IV.iii.3.F.3.a
IV.iii.3.F.3.c

	To replace outdated Benefits Delivery Network (BDN) and Veterans Service Network (VETSNET) information with Veterans Benefits Management System (VBMS) information.
	IV.iii.3.F.4.a

	[bookmark: _GoBack]To add a reference for what procedures should be followed to complete an SBP offset.
	IV.iii.3.F.4.b

	To add updated instructions for how to complete an SBP offset.
	IV.iii.3.F.4.c

	To delete block entitled “Action Taken if a Claim Was Not Filed, Is Pending, or Was Denied” and moved updated instructions to IV.iii.3.F.2.c.
	----------------------

	To delete block entitled “Action Taken on Receipt of a Notice From DFAS” which was not useful to reader and only referred the reader to other blocks in this topic.
	----------------------

	To delete outdated block entitled “Action Taken if a DIC Award is Running.”
	----------------------

	To delete outdated block entitled “Action Taken if there is Potential Entitlement to SBP.”
	----------------------

	To delete outdated block entitled “Action Taken Based on Information in Report of Contact.”
	----------------------

	To delete outdated block entitled “How to Amend an Award.”
	----------------------
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