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	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part IV, “Compensation DIC, and Death Compensation Benefits,” Subpart iii, “Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) and Death Compensation.” 
Notes: 

· The term regional office (RO) also includes pension management center (PMC), where appropriate.

· Unless otherwise noted, the term “claims folder” refers to the official, numbered, Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) repository – whether paper or electronic – for all documentation relating to claims that a Veteran and/or his/her survivors file with VA.

· Minor editorial changes have also been made to 

· remove references to rescinded portions of M21-1

· update incorrect or obsolete hyperlink references

· update the term “veteran” to “Veteran”

· update the term “notification letter” to “decision notice”

· update obsolete terminology, where appropriate

· reassign alphabetical designations to individual blocks and repaginate, where necessary, to account for new and/or deleted blocks within a topic

· reorganize the topics and blocks into a more logical order
· update section and topic titles to more accurately reflect their content

· clarify block labels and/or block text, and 

· bring the document into conformance with M21-1 standards.


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation

	To change Chapter 1 title from “Developing Claims for Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) and Death Compensation” to“Evolution and Entitlement - Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC).”
	M21-1, Part IV, Subpart iii, Chapter 1 

(IV.iii.1)

	To create new Section A and Section B.  

· New Section A title is “Overview of Death Compensation and Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC).”  

· New Section B title is “Entitlement to Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC).”
	IV.iii.1.A 
IV.iii.1.B

	To move content from blocks III.ii.2.A.2.c and III.ii.2.C.12.a to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.A.1.a

	To move block III.ii.2.C.12.c to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.A.1.b

	To move block III.ii.2.C.12.b to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.A.1.c

	· To move block IV.iii.3.H.40.f to a more logical location. 
· To update contact info to new Pension and Fiduciary (P&F) mailbox.
	IV.iii.1.A.1.d

	To move block IV.iii.3.H.40.d to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.A.1.e

	· To move content from blocks IV.iii.1.4.a and III.ii.2.A.2.a to a more logical location.
· To remove unnecessary note regarding active duty not being a bar to receiving DIC.
	IV.iii.1.A.2.a

	To move content from blocks IV.iii.3.A.1.b and IV.iii.3.A.5.b to a more logical location.  
	IV.iii.1.A.2.b

	· To move block IV.iii.3.A.1.c to a more logical location. 
· To remove unnecessary reference to pay grade codes in M21-1, Part I, Appendix B as the information is shown in the Veterans Benefits Management System Awards (VBMS) drop-down box.
· To add information regarding pay grade codes for Veterans who died in service.
	IV.iii.1.A.2.c

	· To move block IV.iii.1.5.a to a more logical location.  
· To add that pay grade information may be found on DD Form 214, Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty.
	IV.iii.1.A.2.d

	· To move block IV.iii.1.5.b to a more logical location.
· To add a reference for Personnel Information Exchange System (PIES) requests.
	IV.iii.1.A.2.e

	To move content from blocks IV.iii.1.5.c and IV.iii.3.A.1.d to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.A.2.f

	To move block IV.iii.3.A.1.a to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.A.2.g

	· To move block IV.iii.3.A.2.a to a more logical location. 
· To incorporate changes from Fast Letter (FL) 13-04, Simplified Processing of Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) Claims.  
	IV.iii.1.A.2.h

	To add a block describing DIC under 38 U.S.C. 1151.
	IV.iii.1.A.2.i

	To add a block to discuss claims submitted on survivor applications.
	IV.iii.1.B.1.a

	· To move block IV.iii.1.1.b to a more logical location. 
· To add an “Important” note to implement information from FL 13-04.
	IV.iii.1.B.1.b

	To move block IV.iii.1.1.c to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.B.1.c

	· To add a block to describe developing for relationship in survivor claims. 
· To add Note from IV.iii.3.D.18.d.
	IV.iii.1.B.1.d

	To move content from blocks IV.iii.1.1.d and IV.iii.3.D.18.a to a more logical location, and converted information to a table. 
	IV.iii.1.B.1.e

	· To move block IV.iii.1.1.e to a more logical location.

· To add one bullet to reflect changes from FL 13-04. 
· To delete “if service connection for a disease or injury was previously established.”
	IV.iii.1.B.1.f

	To add a block describing when to develop for service connection for the cause of death.
	IV.iii.1.B.1.g

	· To move content from blocks IV.iii.1.1.f, IV.iii.3.A.2.e and IV.iii.3.D.19.d to a more logical location.  

· To incorporate information from FL 13-04.
	IV.iii.1.B.1.h

	To move content from blocks IV.iii.3.A.2.b and IV.iii.3.D.18.a&b to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.B.1.i

	To move block IV.iii.1.1.g to a more logical location. 
	IV.iii.1.B.1.j

	To move content from blocks IV.iii.3.A.2.d and IV.iii.3.D.18.c to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.B.1.k

	To add a block to provide a definition of DIC under 38 U.S.C. 1151.
	IV.iii.1.B.2.a

	· To move content from blocks IV.iii.1.6.a and IV.iii.1.6.b to a more logical location. 
· To clarify that a claim for DIC must be filed on a VA prescribed form.

· To clarify that a claimant must specifically raise the issue of DIC under 38 U.S.C. 1151.
	IV.iii.1.B.2.b

	To move block IV.ii.2.G.33.e to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.B.2.c

	To add a block describing obtaining medical opinions for DIC claims under 38 U.S.C. 1151. 
	IV.iii.1.B.2.d

	To move block IV.iii.1.6.c to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.B.2.e

	To move block IV.iii.1.6.d to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.B.2.f

	· To move block IV.iii.1.6.e to a more logical location.
· To update service from Compensation and Pension (C&P) to P&F.
	IV.iii.1.B.2.g

	· To move block IV.iii.1.6.f to a more logical location.  
· To update service from C&P to P&F.
	IV.iii.1.B.2.h

	To move block IV.iii.1.6.g to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.B.2.i

	To move block IV.iii.1.2.a to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.B.3.a

	To move block IV.iii.1.2.b to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.B.3.b

	To move block IV.iii.1.3.a to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.B.3.c

	To add a block describing the jurisdiction of in-service death claims.
	IV.iii.1.B.3.d

	To move block IV.iii.1.3.c to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.B.3.e

	To move block IV.iii.1.3.d to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.B.3.f

	· To move block IV.iii.1.7.a to a more logical location.

· To indicate to add a corporate record and eFolder flash for former 

   prisoner of war (FPOW) claims.
	IV.iii.1.B.4.a 

	To move block IV.iii.1.7.b to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.B.4.b

	· To move block IV.iii.1.7.c to a more logical location.

· To remove requirement to make a personal visit to a survivor of a FPOW.
	IV.iii.1.B.4.c

	· To move block IV.iii.1.4.e to a more logical location.
· To remove information to automatically accept a DIC claim as an accrued claim from a child as this is dependent on what application is submitted.
	IV.iii.1.B.5.a 

	To move block IV.iii.1.4.f to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.B.5.b

	· To move block IV.iii.3.A.5.d to a more logical location.
· To remove outdated Benefits Delivery Network (BDN) instructions.
	IV.iii.1.B.6.a

	To add a block to describe the additional allowance for school benefits under 38 U.S.C. Chapter 35.
	IV.iii.1.B.6.b

	To move content from blocks IV.iii.3.A.7.b&c to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.B.6.c

	To move block IV.iii.3.A.7.d to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.B.6.d

	To move block IV.iii.1.9.a to a more logical location.
	IV.iii.1.B.7.a

	To delete topic IV.iii.1.8, entitled “Locations of Other Important Information Pertaining to Developing for DIC and Death Compensation Claims,” because it does not provide useful development information, it only refers the reader to locations of other development references in the manual.
	------------------------


	Rescissions
	None 


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	David R. McLenachan, Director
Pension and Fiduciary Service


	Distribution
	LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED
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