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Transmittal Sheet 

	M21-1MR, 

Part IV, Subpart ii


	Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part IV, Subpart ii, “Compensation,” is changed as follows:

The following pages are updated in this change:

· 1-A-6
· 1-B-1, and 1-B-4 through 1-B-9

· 1-C-16

· 1-D-2, 1-D-4 through 1-D-7, 1-D-9 through 1-D-21, and 1-D-23

· 1-E-2

· 1-F-1 through 1-F-9

· 1-H-1, and 1-H-12 through 1-H-14

· 2-i

· 2-A-2 and 2-A-3

· 2-C-1, and 2-C-15 through 2-C-25

· 2-F-16 and 2-F-19

· 2-H-12, 2-H-14, 2-H-24, 2-H-29, and 2-H-42

· 2-J-4, 2-J-11, and 2-J-13

· 3-i

· 3-A-1 through 3-A-23

Notes:  

· M21-1MR changes are released at the chapter or section level.  Change numbers will no longer be assigned to M21-1MR changes.  The date of the change will continue to show in the “Change Date” block located on the first page of each topic.

· “TBD” (to be determined) after a reference indicates that the referenced material is located in a part of M21-1MR that has not yet been published.
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Transmittal Sheet, Continued

	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision to Part IV, Subpart ii, “Compensation.”


	Location of revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	Part IV, Subpart ii, Chapter 1, Section A, Topic 3, Block a (IV.ii.1.A.3.a)
	To delete the reference to rescinded M21-1, Part IV paragraph 11.04

	IV.ii.1.B.5.c
	To add a block explaining what to do when a veteran does not claim that a specific disability resulted from exposure to radiation during service

	IV.ii.1.B.5.d
	To add the historical names for the Defense Threat Nuclear Reduction Agency (DTRA)

	IV.ii.1.B.5.e
	To correct the text by removing references to skin cancer, because skin cancer is not a radiogenic disease under 38 CFR 3.309(d)

	IV.ii.1.B.6.a
	To correct the sample letter to DTRA to show thyroid cancer, rather than skin cancer, as the claimed disability

	IV.ii.1.C.9.g
	To add a reference to VA Fact Sheet, Nasopharyngeal Radium Therapy

	IV.ii.1.D.13 through 15
	To show that the name of the Marine Corps University Archives (MCUA) has been changed to “Marine Corps Archives and Special Collections (MCASC)”

	IV.i.1.D.13.d
	To move the information in the first Note to a new block, IV.ii.1.D.13.e, and indicate that in the examination request, the requester should

· state that VA has verified the veteran’s combat service, and

· specify any details regarding the combat stressor contained in the record.

The subsequent blocks in this topic are renumbered.

	IV.ii.1.D.13.j
	To show that verification of receipt of Combat/Imminent Danger/Hostile Fire Pay, available through the Veterans Information Solution (VIS), may be used, in combination with other evidence, to confirm a veteran’s involvement in combat
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Location of revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	IV.ii.1.D.14.d
	To state that Veterans Service Representatives may obtain the date and location of well-documented events, such as the Tet Offensive, from VBA-sanctioned web sites and supply this information on the veteran’s behalf

	IV.ii.1.D.15.a
	To correct the text to state that a request for corroboration of an in-service stressor should be submitted if the evidence does not corroborate the veteran’s claim

	IV.ii.1.D.15.a
	To replace the text, “prima facie evidence of a diagnosis of PTSD,” with “evidence of a diagnosis of PTSD or competent lay evidence of persistent or recurrent symptoms of PTSD” 

	IV.ii.1.D.15.a, 1st Note
	To replace the text, “Only prima facie evidence of PTSD is a prerequisite for initiating the stressor verification process,” with “A diagnosis of PTSD is not a prerequisite for initiating the stressor verification process” 

	IV.ii.1.D.15.b
	To show that requests for corroboration of stressors occurring during a Marine Corps veteran’s service aboard a Navy ship should be mailed to the U.S. Army and Joint Services Records Research Center (JSRRC) and not submitted through the PIES/DPRIS interface

	IV.ii.1.D.15.c
	To show the telephone number of VA’s liaison officer at JSRRC 

	IV.ii.1.D.16.b
	To add a note stating that it is not necessary to contact the veteran by telephone to notify him/her of the formal finding of a lack of information required to document the claimed stressor(s) or to allow additional time to submit the needed evidence 

	IV.ii.1.E.18.a
	To add a reference to Section IV.ii.2.D for information on claims related to Gulf War service

	IV.ii.1.F.20.b
	To correct the text by adding laryngeal cancer to the list of disabilities for which service connection may be granted by presumption based on exposure to mustard gas or lewisite during service (38 CFR 3.316(a))
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Location of revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	IV.ii.1.F.20
	To add Block IV.ii.1.F.20.d to explain what to do when a veteran does not claim that a specific disability resulted from exposure to mustard gas or lewisite during service

	IV.ii.1.F.21.c
	To clarify that a claims folder will not be permanently transferred from the Muskogee regional office (RO) back to the RO of jurisdiction until processing of the mustard gas claim is complete

	IV.ii.1.F.22.c
	To correct the note to read, “Request from the claimant any information listed above that is not already of record in the claims folder”

	IV.ii.1.H.29
	To add Block IV.ii.1.H.29.c to explain what to do when a veteran does not claim that a specific disability resulted from exposure to asbestos during service

	IV.ii.2.A.1.a
	To add references for information on handling additional service medical records (SMRs) and types of issues that a compensation claim may involve

	IV.ii.2.A.1.b
	To delete the reference to rescinded M21-1, Part IV paragraph 11.03

	IV.ii.2.A.1
	To add Block IV.ii.2.A.c clarifying the circumstances under which a rating decision is required when additional SMRs are received following promulgation of an original rating decision

	IV.ii.2.A.1.d
	To delete the reference to rescinded Fast Letter 99-100.  

	IV.ii.2.C.10.k
	To add the crew of the USS Pueblo and eight battalions to the list of units that served in areas along the demilitarized zone in Korea between April 1968 and July 1969

	IV.ii.2.F.28.c
	To correct the reference citation to read “38 CFR 3.951(b)”
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Location of revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	IV.ii.2.F.28.h, Step 4
	To clarify that end product credits 310 and 600 should be taken when a veteran returns a completed VA Form 21-4140, Employment Questionnaire, after receiving a notice of proposed adverse action

	IV.ii.2.H.39.f
	To correct to text to read “extremely unfavorable,” instead of “extremely uncomfortable”

	IV.ii.2.H.39.k
	To delete the reference citation for 38 CFR 3.350(a)(7), as this subparagraph has been removed from the regulations

	IV.ii.2.H.41.b
	To reflect that a combination of disabilities ratable at 50 percent or more may serve as the basis of entitlement to the next higher intermediate rate of special monthly compensation (SMC) under 38 CFR 3.350(f)(3)

	IV.ii.2.H.41.c
	To reflect that the additional 100 percent disability that supports entitlement to SMC under 38 CFR 3.350(f)(4) must be a permanent disability

	IV.ii.2.H.42.b
	To correct first sentence under “Result” to read “m ½,” instead of “l ½” 

	IV.ii.2.H.46.b
	To clarify that permanent and substantial (not total) confinement is required for entitlement to housebound benefits and to add a reference to Howell v. Nicholson, March 23, 2006, No. 04-0624 

	IV.ii.2.J.59.j
	To delete the reference to rescinded M21-1, Part IV paragraph 28.09

	IV.ii.2.J.61.c
	To correct the text to read “is discharged,” instead of “is discharge”

	IV.ii.2.J.62.b
	To correct the block label to read “When the Provisions of 38 CFR 4.30 Are Not Applicable”

	IV.ii.3.A.1.a
	To delete the reference to rescinded Fast Letter 99-100

	IV.ii.3.A.1
	To add Block IV.ii.3.A.1.f to provide a reference for information on notifying veterans of potential entitlement to vocational rehabilitation
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Location of revision
	Reason(s) for the change

	IV.ii.3.A.2.b
	To state that the final decision to reduce or discontinue benefits under 38 CFR 3.105(a) does not require the signature or approval of the VSCM or VSCM-designee unless new evidence has been received since the proposed decision was approved

	IV.ii.3.A.2.f
	To delete the references to rescinded M21-1, Part IV paragraphs 11.01, 11.03, and 11.04

	IV.ii.3.A.3.f
	To delete the reference to a rescinded M21-1, Part IV, Chapter 19, paragraph

	IV.ii.3.A.2.l
	To add the reference to M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart v, Chapter 4, Section A, Block 2


	Rescissions
	None


	Authority
	By direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Renée L. Szybala, Director
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