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	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part III, “General Claims Process,” Subpart vi, “Special Authorization Issues.”

Notes:  Minor editorial changes have also been made to 

· update incorrect or obsolete hyperlink references

· update obsolete terminology, where appropriate

· renumber each topic based on the standard that the first topic in each section is Topic 1
· reassign alphabetical designations to individual blocks, were necessary, to account for new and/or deleted blocks within a topic

· clarify block labels and/or block text
· update section and topic titles to more accurately reflect their content, and
· bring the document into conformance with M21-1 standards.


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation

	To add required text for notification to successful claimants which explains the evidence considered, and which refers the claimant to VA Form 21-4107c, Your Rights to Appeal our Decision - Contested Claims,
	M21-1, Part III, Subpart vi, Chapter 6, Section C, Topic 2, Block b (III.vi.6.C.2.b)

	To remove from the letter displayed in this block verbiage that is now included in VA Form 21-4107c, which is an attachment to the letter.
	III.vi.6.C.3.a

	To remove the images of example letters to unsuccessful claimants since the required text has been directly incorporated into Block a or is now covered by VA Form 21-4107c.
	III.vi.6.C.3.a and b (old)

	To combine old Blocks a and b into a single new Block a.
	III.vi.6.C.4.a

	· To combine old Blocks e and f into a single Block d.

· To add a reference to VAOPGCPREC 1-96, which discusses the awarding of benefits based on a contested claim that involves a deemed-valid marriage.
	III.vi.6.C.4.d

	To add information from old Topic 11, Block a regarding whether an insurance matter submitted to General Counsel for a bill of interpleader delays final determination.
	III.vi.6.C.5.a

	To delete as unnecessary old Topic 11, except for the second paragraph in Block a, which was moved to Topic 5.
	---


	Rescissions
	None


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Thomas J. Murphy, Director
Compensation Service


	Distribution
	LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED
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