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	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part III, “General Claims Process,” Subpart vi, “Special Authorization Issues.”

Notes:  

· The term “regional office” (RO) also includes pension management center (PMC), where appropriate.

· Unless otherwise noted, the term “claims folder” refers to the official, numbered, Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) repository – whether paper or electronic – for all documentation relating to claims that a Veteran and/or his/her survivors file with VA.

· Minor editorial changes have also been made to 

· update incorrect or obsolete references

· update the term “veteran” to “Veteran”

· update obsolete terminology, where appropriate

· renumber each topic based on the standard that the first topic in each section is Topic 1
· reassign alphabetical designations to individual blocks, where necessary, to account for new and/or deleted blocks within a topic

· update section and topic titles to more accurately reflect their content

· clarify block labels and/or block text, and 

· bring the document into conformance with M21-1 standards.


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation

	To replace “Regional Counsel, Honolulu” with “Office of the General Counsel (OGC).”
	Part III, Subpart vi, Chapter 4, Section C, Topic 2, Block b

(III.vi.4.C.2.b)

	To delete old Block c, “how to determine dependency of parents.” “considering contributions by family members as income” since WWII Philippine Veterans are unlikely to claim dependent parents due to their age.
	 III.vi.4.C.2.c (old)

	To delete old Block d, “considering contributions by family members as income” since WWII Philippine Veterans are unlikely to claim dependent parents due to their age.
	III.vi.4.C.2.d (old)

	· To update the term, “parent claimant” to “spouse or child claimant” since WWII Philippine Veterans are unlikely to claim dependent parents due to their age.

· To add a note that service as a Regular Philippine Scout is the only Philippine service that entitles Veterans and dependents to pension.

· 
	III.vi.4.C.2.c

	· To add acceptable periods of service for Special Philippine Scouts and guerrillas.

· To add acceptable period of service for Regular Philippine Scouts and members of the Philippine Commonwealth Army who were in a former prisoner of war (FPOW) status immediately following a period of active duty.
· To add a cross-reference to III.iii.2.E.9 for information on verifying Philippine service.
	III.vi.4.C.5.a

	To add a new Block b for active service for Philippine Veterans detained or interned by the enemy immediately following a period of active duty.
	III.vi.4.C.5.b

	To add a new Block c to define “immediately following a period of active duty”.
	III.vi.4.C.5.c

	To add a new Block a for verifying Philippine service in the United States Armed Forces.
	III.vi.4.C.6.a

	To delete old Block a since the deletion of old Block b eliminated the need for its inclusion.
	III.vi.4.C.6.a (old)

	To delete old Block b since the procedure is obsolete.
	III.vi.4.C.6.b (old)

	To add a reference for loyalty clearances in Philippine cases.
	III.vi.4.C.6.e

	To clarify that a hard copy version of VA Form 21-3101, Request for Information, is needed when requesting loyalty information for Philippine cases.
	III.vi.4.C.6.g


	Rescissions
	None


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Thomas J. Murphy, Director
Compensation Service


	Distribution
	LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED
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