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	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part III, “General Claims Process,” Subpart iv, “General Rating Process,” Chapter 8, “Competency, Due Process, and Protected Ratings.” 
Notes:  

· M21-1MR will retain some information related to the Benefits Delivery Network (BDN) until all master records are converted to VETSNET.  For information on VETSNET applications and input, consult the VETSNET User Guides on the Compensation Service Intranet.

· The term regional office (RO) also includes pension management center (PMC), where appropriate.

· The term Veterans Service Center Manager (VSCM) also includes Pension Management Center Manager (PMCM), where appropriate.

· Minor editorial changes have also been made to 

· clarify Block labels and/or Block text, and 

· bring the documents into conformance with M21-1MR standards.

	
	


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation
	Page(s)

	· To clarify that competency is not put at issue solely due to the grant of a temporary total evaluation based on qualifying hospitalization for a mental disorder under 38 CFR 4.29. 

· To add and clarify references.
	Part III, Subpart iv, Chapter 8, Section A, Topic 2, Block a (III.iv.8.A.2.a)
	8-A-4

	· To add a note clarifying that stages 3 and 4 must both be completed within 21 days after the expiration of the due process period.

· To add reference to 38 CFR 3.400(x) for the effective date of a determination of incompetency. 
	III.iv.8.A.3.a
	8-A-8 

	· To add a reference to the primary provision on the process and timeframe for making competency determinations
	III.iv.8.B.6.g
	8-B-3
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	· To discuss the exception to the severance rule in Allen and Key v. Nicholson, in cases where there is no legal entitlement to a previous award of benefits (when service connection is clearly illegal). 
	III.iv.8.E.17.a
	8-E-5

	· To add a block on handling severance of clearly illegal grants of service connection under Allen and Key v. Nicholson.
	III.iv.8.E.17.i
	8-E-8


	Rescissions
	None


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Thomas J. Murphy, Director
Compensation Service


	Distribution
	RPC:  2068
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