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Transmittal Sheet 
 
	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part III, “General Claims Process,” Subpart iv, “General Rating Procedures.”

Notes:  
Unless otherwise noted, the term “claims folder” refers to the official, numbered, Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) repository – whether paper or electronic – for all documentation relating to claims that a Veteran and/or his/her survivors file with VA.
Minor editorial changes have been made to 
update incorrect or obsolete hyperlink references
update the term “veteran” to “Veteran”
update obsolete terminology, where appropriate
remove references to specific claims-processing systems, where doing so does not affect the clarity of the instructions or information provided
renumber old Topics starting with Topic 1 first
update section and topic titles to more accurately reflect their content
clarify block labels and/or block text, and 
bring the documents into conformance with M21-1 standards.



	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation

	To add an explanation/example and reference relating to Tatum v. Shinseki that 38 CFR 3.105(e) notice requirements in proposed reduction in evaluation only applies to a staged rating when there is a reduction in current benefit payments being made.
	M21-1, Part III, Subpart iv, Chapter 8, Section D, Topic 1, Block c
(III.iv.8.D.1.c)

	· To add text clarifying the application of 38 CFR 3.344 regarding stabilization of disability evaluation.
· To add text explaining VA’s burden of proof in reducing evaluations per Hayes v. Brown.
· To add text clarifying the effect of OGC Opinion 09-92 on 38 CFR 3.344. 
	III.iv.8.D.2.a

	To add text emphasizing that per 38 CFR 3.343, a total evaluation, to include individual unemployability (IU), in absence of clear error, will not be reduced without medical evidence showing material improvement.
	III.iv.8.D.3.a

	To add reference to VAOPGCPREC 06-92 regarding the citing of evidence in the rating decision when applying 38 CFR 3.343.
	III.iv.8.D.3.c

	To add text indicating that, when considering entitlement to IU, after reducing a scheduler 100 percent evaluation, that VA may consider an IU claim even when a scheduler 100 percent is in effect because of the potential eligibility to housebound benefits per Bradley v. Peake. 
	III.iv.8.D.4.c

	To remove the term "EVR" and procedures related to this obsolete term.
	III.iv.8.D.5.b

	To add new Topic 6 "Reductions or Terminations Requiring Consideration of Continued Entitlement to Chapter 31 Benefits." 
	III.iv.8.D.6 



	Rescissions
	None
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