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	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part III, “General Claims Process,” Subpart iv, “General Rating Process.”
Notes: Minor editorial changes have been made to 

· clarify block labels and/or block text, and 

· bring the document into conformance with M21-1 standards.


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation

	· To clarify to not prepare a proposed rating decision when the evaluation of a specific disability is reduced but the total amount of compensation is not reduced.
· To add references for reducing a benefit, severing service connection and evaluating competency.
	Part III, Subpart iv, Chapter 8, Section B, Topic 1, Block a

(III.iv.8.B.1.a)

	To add language to clarify when facts from a proposed rating decision do not need to be repeated in a final rating decision.
	III.iv.8.B.1.b

	To remove block b, which provides information on responding to invalid NODs, and to relocate it to M21-1 Part I, 2.C.2.b
	III.iv.8.B.2.b


	Rescissions
	None 


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signatures
	Thomas J. Murphy, Director
Compensation Service 
David R. McLenachan, Director
Pension and Fiduciary Service


	Distribution
	LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED
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