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Transmittal Sheet 

	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part III, “General Claims Process,” Subpart iv, “General Rating Process,” Chapter 4, “Rating Specific Disabilities.” 
Notes:  

· M21-1MR will retain some information related to the Benefits Delivery Network (BDN) until all master records are converted to VETSNET.  For information on VETSNET applications and input, consult the VETSNET User Guides on the Compensation Service Intranet.

· The term regional office (RO) also includes pension management center (PMC), where appropriate.

· The term Veterans Service Center Manager (VSCM) also includes Pension Management Center Manager (PMCM), where appropriate.

· Minor editorial changes have also been made to 

· clarify Block labels and/or Block text, and 

· bring the documents into conformance with M21-1MR standards.




	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation
	Page(s)

	· Add new block g to Topic 1, to provide guidance on assigning multiple evaluations for flexion and extension of a single joint. 
	Part III, Subpart iv, Chapter 4, Section A, Topic 1, Block g (III.iv.4.A.1.g)
	4-A-5

	· Add new block h to Topic 1 to provide guidance on considering painful motion in multiple evaluations for a single joint.
	III.iv.4.A.1.h
	4-A-6

	· Add new block i to provide an example.
	III.iv.4.A.1.i
	4-A-7

	· Add new block j to provide an example.
	III.iv.4.A.1.j
	4-A-7

	· Add new block k to provide an example.
	III.iv.4.A.1.k
	4-A-8

	· Explain the different audiology standards used and clarify that a medical opinion may be required to interpret audiometry results and convert results under older standards of audiometry testing to units used in the current standard.  

· Add references.
	III.iv.4.B.12.a
	4-B-10
4-B-11

	· Add new block n to introduce the hearing loss calculator and state policy that its use in hearing loss ratings is mandatory. 
	III.iv.4.B.12.n
	4-B-21
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation
	Page(s)

	· Clarify guidance on scope of claims for compensation for traumatic brain injury (TBI) and evaluations of TBI. 
· Expand the list of signs and symptoms of TBI and clarify that a claim for TBI is a claim for all residuals. 
· Add blocks d and e on evaluations and pyramiding. 

· Move epilepsy guidance to block f 
· Move guidance on presumptive service connection for ALS to block g.
· Add references
	III.iv.4.G.25.c-e
	4-G-3 to 4-G-5

	· Add guidance from FL 12-06 on evaluating ALS.  
· Former block f is revised and redesignated block h.  
· Add block i.  
	III.iv.4.G.25.h-i
	4-G-7 to

4-G-9

	· Provide guidance on examination results in claims for service connection for posttraumatic stress disorder examination based on fear of hostile military or terrorist activity.  
	III.iv.4.H.31.c
	4-H-24

	· To clarify proper handling when an examination scheduled for a claim of posttraumatic stress disorder based on fear of hostile military or terrorist activity returns a diagnosis other than posttraumatic stress disorder.
	III.iv.4.H.32.h
	4-H-31

	· To differentiate this fact pattern from the prior fact pattern and ensure appropriate handling.
	III.iv.4.H.32.h
	4-H-32
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	Rescissions
	None


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Thomas J. Murphy, Director
Compensation Service


	Distribution
	RPC:  2068

FD:  EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)
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