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	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part III, “General Claims Process,” Subpart iv, “General Rating Process.”

Notes:  

· Minor editorial changes have been made to 

· remove references to rescinded portions of M21-1

· update incorrect or obsolete hyperlink references

· update obsolete terminology, where appropriate

· reassign alphabetical designations to individual blocks to account for new and/or deleted blocks within a topic, and 

· bring the documents into conformance with M21-1 standards.


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation

	To add a new Topic 1 for locating examination reports.
	M21-1, Part III, Subpart iv, Chapter 3, Section D, Topic 1 (III.iv.3.D.1)

	To clarify that all, not just original, examination reports must be signed by the examining health care provider, but digital signature is acceptable for Veterans Health Administration (VHA) and contracted Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) examinations.
	III.iv.3.D.2.a

	· To add a list of required information for the examiner’s certification on the signature block of the Disability Benefits Questionnaire (DBQ).
· To add notes regarding when specialization of the examining provider is required, clarity of the SIGNATURE BLOCK in the DBQ, and certification of Clinicians in Residence.
	III.iv.3.D.2.b

	To delete old Block c about who must sign VAMC reports. 
	--

	To add a new Block c with information on telehealth examinations.
	III.iv.3.D.2.c

	To add a new Block d with information on DBQs completed by VA or non-VA health care provider.
	III.iv.3.D.2.d

	To add a new Block e with information on DBQs completed by Veterans who are physicians/health care providers.
	III.iv.3.D.2.e

	· To add a note on initial posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) examiner requirement based on stressors related to fear of hostile military activities.

· To add references to qualification requirements for initial mental disorder examiners.
	III.iv.3.D.2.f

	· To delete old Block g and relocate the information about returning examinations as insufficient for rating purposes to new Topic 3.
	--

	· To delete old Block h and relocate the information about returning examinations for clarification to new Topic 3.
	--

	To add a new Block h with information on qualification requirements for examiners for Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) examinations.
	III.iv.3.D.2.h

	To add a new Block i with qualification requirements for hearing loss and tinnitus examinations.
	III.iv.3.D.2.i

	· To delete old Block j and relocate the information about resolving inconsistencies between examinations to new Topic 3.
	--

	To update the information on requirements on examination reports, to align with the information on DBQs.
	III.iv.3.D.2.j

	To add a new Block k discussing the requirements for Acceptable Clinical Evidence (ACE) examinations.
	III.iv.3.D.2.k

	To add an If/Then table on various examination scenarios and what is required for a sufficient diagnosis.
	III.iv.3.D.2.l

	To add a new Block m on questions about competency and/or validity of examinations.
	III.iv.3.D.2.m

	To add a new Block p with guidance relocated from III.iv.3.A on statements from an examiner that an opinion would be speculative.
	III.iv.3.D.2.p

	To add a new Topic 3 for handling examinations insufficient for rating purposes, with specific blocks on what is considered insufficient examination reports, reports needing clarification or resolution of inconsistencies.
	III.iv.3.D.3

	To add a new Topic 4 for reviewing different types of examination reports for rating considerations.
	III.iv.3.D.4


	Rescissions
	None


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Thomas J. Murphy, Director
Compensation Service


	Distribution
	LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED
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