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Transmittal Sheet 

	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part III, “General Claims Process,” Subpart iii, “General Development and Dependency Issues.”
The content of Part III, Subpart iii, Chapter 5, Section B, “General Information on Establishing Marital Relationship” has been re-organized.  Most of the content has not been changed.  Changes in content are listed in the table below.  This Section now consists of the following Topics:

· 5: Requirements for Establishing Marital Relationship

· 6: Proving Marital Relationship

· 7: Development Guidelines for Establishing Marital Relationship

· 8: Proving and Developing for Termination of Marriage Through Annulment or Divorce

· 9: Termination of Marriage Through Death
· 10: Determining Whether a Marriage is Void
· 11: Removal of Impediments to Marriage
Notes:  

· M21-1MR will retain some information related to the Benefits Delivery Network (BDN) until all master records are converted to VETSNET.  For information on VETSNET applications and input, consult the VETSNET User Guides on the Compensation Service Intranet.

· Minor editorial changes have also been made to 

· update the term “veteran” to “Veteran”

· update obsolete terminology, where appropriate

· clarify Block labels and/or Block text
· re-number Topics and Blocks as needed due to re-organization, and 

· bring the documents into conformance with M21-1MR standards.


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation
	Page(s)

	To add information regarding the definition of marriage under the Defense of Marriage Act as “only a legal union between one man and one woman as husband and wife.”
	M21-1MR Part III, Subpart iii, Chapter 5, Section B, Topic 5, Block a (III.iii.5.B.5.a)
	5-B-2


Continued on next page
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation
	Page(s)

	To remove the word “certified” and clarify that a claimant’s oral, written, or faxed statement can be accepted as proof of termination of marriage. 
	III.iii.5.B.5.b
	5-B-3

	To state that location of the marriage can be either the city or county where it occurred. 
	III.iii.5.B.6.a
	5-B-4

	· To state that location of the marriage can be either the city or county where it occurred.
· To add that a statement of marital history must include the current spouse’s date of birth. 
	III.iii.5.B.6.c
	5-B-5

	· To explain under what circumstances a claimant’s statement of marital history would be considered insufficient. 
	III.iii.5.B.6.d
	5-B-5

	· To state that location of the marriage can be either the city or county where it occurred.

· To add a reference to M21-1MR III.vi.5.A.1.a on the definition of fraud. 
	III.iii.5.B.6.e
	5-B-5 through 6

	· To state that location of the marriage can be either the city or county where it occurred.
· To add a reference regarding establishing a marriage for VA purposes.
	III.iii.5.B.7.a
	5-B-7

	To add a Block “Acceptable Proof of Termination of Marriage” to clarify that VA accepts the oral, written, or faxed statement of a claimant as proof of termination of marriage. 
	III.iii.5.B.8.a
	5-B-10

	To combine the former Blocks M21-1MR III.iii.5.B.5.7.d and III.iii.5.B.10.b into one Block for clarity. 
	III.iii.5.B.8.f
	5-B-12

	· To explain under what circumstances a claimant’s statement of marital history would be considered insufficient. 
· To add a reference to M21-1MR III.vi.5.A.1.a on the definition of fraud.
	III.iii.5.B.9.a
	5-B-14
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	Rescissions
	None


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Thomas J. Murphy, Director
Compensation Service


	Distribution
	RPC:  2068

FD:  EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)
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