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	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part III, “General Claims Process,” Subpart iii, “General Development and Dependency Issues.”

Notes:  

· M21-1MR will retain some information related to the Benefits Delivery Network (BDN) until all master records are converted to VETSNET.  For information on VETSNET applications and input, consult the VETSNET User Guides on the Compensation Service Intranet.

· The term regional office (RO) also includes pension management center (PMC), where appropriate.

· The term Veterans Service Center Manager (VSCM) also includes Pension Management Center Manager (PMCM), where appropriate.

· Minor editorial changes have also been made to 

· update incorrect or obsolete hyperlink references

· update the term “veteran” to “Veteran”

· update the term “notification letter” to “decision notice”

· update obsolete terminology, where appropriate

· revise section and topic titles to more accurately reflect their content
· clarify block labels and/or text, and 

· bring the document into conformance with M21-1MR standards.


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation
	Page(s)

	· Combined III.iii.5.F.32.b with block a, except for the first example in Block b, which erroneously implied that more than just a claimant’s statement is required to establish an illegitimate child or a stepchild as a dependent.
· Incorporated the detailed discussion of 38 CFR 3.204(a)(2), previously located in III.iii.5.F.33.a, into this block.
	M21-1MR, Part III, Subpart iii, Chapter 5, Section F, Topic 32, Block a (III.iii.5.F.32.a)
	5-F-6

	Added an exception regarding adopted children to the opening statement in this block.
	III.iii.5.F.33.a
	5-F-8

	Reworded to clarify that the instructions in this block apply regardless of whether or not the beneficiary is a Veteran in receipt of disability compensation.
	III.iii.5.F.34.a
	5-F-11
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	Changes Included in This Revision (continued)


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation
	Page(s)

	· Removed the reference to III.iii.5.F.35.d, as it addresses dependency that arises after a 30-percent or greater evaluation is assigned.

· Clarified that VA may pay additional compensation for a dependent only if the rating activity assigns a combined disability evaluation of at least 30 percent.
	III.iii.5.F.35.b
	5-F-14

	Incorporated instructions from Fast Letter (FL) 11-38.
	III.iii.5.F.35.c
	5-F-15

	Added a block that discusses the proper date of entitlement to additional compensation for a dependent if the Veteran waits more than one year to respond to a request for evidence/information required to establish dependency.
	III.iii.5.F.35.d
	5-F-16

	Added a block that provides examples of the application of instructions in III.iii.5.F.35.c and d.
	III.iii.5.F.35.e
	5-F-17

	· Deleted the second bullet under Action, as it conflicted with Sharp v. Shinseki and FL 11-38.

· Removed reference to 38 CFR 3.31 and the definition of “date of the event,” as the rewording of this block eliminated the need for their inclusion.
	III.iii.5.F.35.f
	5-F-17

	Added a block that provides an example of the application of instructions in III.iii.5.F.35.f.
	III.iii.5.F.35.g
	5-F-17

	Added an exception to the instructions contained in this block.
	III.iii.5.F.36.b
	5-F-20

	Added a block containing instructions for applying the end-of-month rule to a VETSNET award.
	III.iii.5.F.36.e
	5-F-21

	Deleted III.iii.5.F.36.a, as there is no longer a reason to define “primary award.”
	---
	---
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	Rescissions
	None


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Thomas J. Murphy, Director
Compensation Service


	Distribution
	RPC:  2068

FD:  EX:  ASO and AR (included in RPC 2068)
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