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	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1, Part III, “General Claims Process,” Subpart iii, “General Development and Dependency Issues.” 
Notes:  

· Unless otherwise noted, the term “claims folder” refers to the official, numbered, Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) repository – whether paper or electronic – for all documentation relating to claims that a Veteran and/or his/her survivors file with VA.

· Minor editorial changes have also been made to 

· update incorrect or obsolete references

· update obsolete terminology, where appropriate

· clarify block labels and/or block text, and 

· bring the document into conformance with M21-1 standards.


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation

	· To add a note stating that a stepchild must meet the requirements of the definition of a child set forth in 38 CFR 3.57 before the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) can consider the stepchild a child incapable of self-support.
· To add a reference to 38 CFR 3.57 for information about a child attending school and adopted by the Veteran between the ages of 18 and 23. 
	M21-1, Part III, Subpart iii, Chapter 5, Section F, Topic 1, Block a

(III.iii.5.F.1.b)

	To add a note that a marriage of a child that was annulled or declared void is not a bar to VA benefits.
	III.iii.5.F.1.c

	· To add a note that a VA Form 27-0820, Report of General Information, will be used only when an attempt to contact the beneficiary was successful.

· To add a note that all unsuccessful attempts to contact the beneficiary must be documented in the Veterans Benefits Management System (VBMS) under CLAIM NOTES.
	III.iii.5.F.2.b

	To add a note that Office of General Counsel (OGC) held in VAOPGCPREC 61-90 that a stepchild’s entry into active duty does not deprive him/her of status as a member of the Veteran’s household.
	III.iii.5.F.2.c

	· To add a reference to III.iii.5.F.2.b to provide information about children who do not reside with the claimant.

· To indicate that if a claimant states that he/she applied for a child’s Social Security number (SSN), VA will send a letter to the claimant requesting the information be submitted within 30 days from the date of the letter.

· To add III.iii.1.B as a reference on evidence requested from a claimant.
	III.iii.5.F.3.a

	To relocate Topics 5, 6, and 7 to new Section III.iii.5.L, “Adjusting Awards for Dependents.”
	


	Rescissions
	None


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	Thomas J. Murphy, Director
Compensation Service


	Distribution
	LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED
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