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	Changes Included in This Revision
	The table below describes the changes included in this revision of Veterans Benefits Manual M21-1MR, Part III, “General Claims Processing,” Subpart iii, “General Development and Dependency Issues,” Chapter 5, “Relationship and Dependency,” Section E, “Establishing Marital Relationship in Death Cases.”
Notes: 

· The term regional office (RO) also includes pension management center (PMC), where appropriate.

· The term Veterans Service Center Manager (VSCM) also includes Pension Management Center Manager (PMCM), where appropriate.

· Minor editorial changes have also been made to 

· remove references to rescinded portions of M21-1

· update incorrect or obsolete hyperlink references

· update the term “veteran” to “Veteran”

· update the tern “VCAA notice” to “section 5103 notice”

· update the term “notification letter” to “decision notice”

· update obsolete terminology, where appropriate

· renumber each topic based on the standard that the first topic in each section is Topic 1

· reassign alphabetical designations to individual blocks and repaginate, where necessary, to account for new and/or deleted blocks within a topic

· reorganize the topics and blocks into a more logical order
· update section and topic titles to more accurately reflect their content

· clarify block labels and/or block text, and 

· bring the document into conformance with M21-1MR standards.


	Reason(s) for the Change
	Citation

	Deleted language showing the fact that benefits were paid for a person as the spouse of the Veteran during the Veteran’s lifetime does not automatically establish that person’s status as the surviving spouse.  Per FL 13-04, this has changed to now automatically establish the spouse on the Veteran’s award, at death, as the surviving spouse.
	M21-1, Part III, Subpart iii, Chapter 5, Section E, Topic 1, block b (III.iii.5.E.1.b)


	Rescissions
	None 


	Authority
	By Direction of the Under Secretary for Benefits


	Signature
	David R. McLenachan, Director
Pension and Fiduciary Service


	Distribution
	LOCAL REPRODUCTION AUTHORIZED


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 
 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 


 ADDIN  \* MERGEFORMAT 
[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]



PAGE  
ii

