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	a.  Evidence Required to Change or Correct Existing Vital Information About a Beneficiary
	The table below contains a description of the evidence required to change or correct the following vital information about a beneficiary that currently exists in Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) records
· name

· date of birth

· Social Security number (SSN), and
· gender (due to gender reassignment).
Note:  A “beneficiary,” for the purpose of this block, is limited to the following individuals who are in receipt of VA benefits

· Veteran

· surviving spouse

· surviving parent, and

· surviving child (who is entitled to benefits in his/her own right).


	Vital Information to Be Modified
	Evidence Required

	name
	· a signed decree from a judge or court showing a legal name change has taken place, or

· Social Security card that reflects the beneficiary’s new name
Exception:  The documentary evidence described in this row is not required if 

· a beneficiary’s last name changes because of marriage, and 

· VA recognizes the marriage as valid.

Reference:  For information about establishing a valid marital relationship for VA purposes, see M21-1, Part III, Subpart iii, 5.B.

	date of birth
	birth certificate 

	SSN
	At least one of the following documents

· Social Security card 

· current pay stub showing the beneficiary’s SSN

· Form W-2, Wage and Tax Statement, or
· Form 1099-MISC, Miscellaneous Income

	gender
	At least one of the following 

· medical evidence to establish gender reassignment surgery occurred and the date it took place

· an amended birth certificate that reflects the change in gender, or 

· a signed decree from a judge or court showing a legal name change has taken place due to gender reassignment


	Note:  Verification of a beneficiary’s SSN and date of birth may also be obtained through Federal Online Query (FOLQ).

Reference:  For more information about FOLQ, see M21-1, Part III, Subpart iii, 3.A.3.
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