
Colleagues and Fellow Veterans, 

Earlier this week, VA’s Under Secretary for Benefits Allison Hickey met with student Veterans 
and school administrators at the Long Beach campus of California State University (CSULB). 
CSULB is a new VetSuccess on Campus location (VSOC), one of 94 now across the country. 
Last week, I traveled to Florida State University (FSU) 
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10152396110268416&set=a.383962233415.164760
.164343473415&type=1 and Tallahassee Community College and talked to their graduating 
Veterans. Today, I travel to Norfolk to deliver the commencement address at two universities, 
Tidewater Community College - http://www.tcc.edu/news/press/2014/curtiscoy.htm, and Saint 
Leo University. All of these schools have something in common – they have a VSOC counselor.  

Through the VSOC program, VA places experienced vocational rehabilitation counselors on 
college campuses to assist the growing number of Veterans attending school under the Post-
9/11 GI Bill and other VA education benefit programs. Both FSU and CSULB share their 
counselors with partner community colleges in order to serve the largest number of student 
Veterans in their areas. A full list of VSOC schools can be found here. 

On these trips to schools, I meet with campus administrators and student Veterans; discussing 
the needs of student Veterans who are currently attending schools and training and credential 
programs, learning valuable skills for their future civilian careers. The importance of ensuring 
that student Veterans have a “champion” on campus – to help them connect to the myriad 
services available and ensure they are successful in reaching their education and career goals 
– is clear.  

VetSuccess is just one program helping to ensure student Veteran success. Schools across the 
country are providing additional Veterans services. One good example is Rutgers University. 
You can learn more about their services by watching this video: http://vimeo.com/80412543. 
Student Veterans of America is also serving students at campuses across the country. A list of 
schools promoting the President’s 8 Keys to Success can be found here and ones supporting 
the Principles of Excellence and Yellow Ribbon programs can be found on our GI Bill 
Comparison Tool. 

This summer we will celebrate the 70th Anniversary of the GI Bill -- 70 years of investment in 
the education and economic prosperity of America’s Veterans. I hope you’ll share with me your 
“GI Bill” story – what program of study you completed and how it has helped you achieve your 
career goals. Please send your stories to us at GIBILL.VBACO@va.gov 

V/R  
 
Curtis L. Coy  
Deputy Under Secretary for Economic Opportunity  
Veterans Benefits Administration  
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs  
 
Please remember:  

 If you would like to review prior messages sent through this listserv, click  
http://benefits.va.gov/vow/economic_opportunity.htm.  

 If you would like to research, find, access, and, in time, manage your VA benefits and 
personal information please visit and/or register at 
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits-portal/ebenefits.portal. 
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 If you are seeking employment in the federal government, particularly the VA, our VA for 
Vets high-tech tools and resources can help. Visit online at 
http://vaforvets.va.gov/Pages/default.aspx or call 1-855-824-8387.  
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