
Colleagues and Fellow Veterans, 
  
Ft. Bliss; Before providing the most recent Bureau of Labor Statistics that were 
released this morning, I wanted to take this opportunity to tell you about a successful 
event we attended earlier this week---the Fort Bliss Employment Summit -February 3rd 
and 4th, a collaborative effort of the Departments of Veterans Affairs, Defense and 
Labor and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Hiring Our Heroes Foundation.  VA 
highlighted onsite VetSuccess.va.gov registration, and provided outreach and education 
about VA’s available educational counseling (Chapter 36).  We also highlighted the 
VetSuccess.va.gov functionality and resources to employers. 
  
Highlights include: 

 Over 1,000 individual job seekers attended and connected with employers 
(interviews, resume building workshops etc.)  

 All military services represented to include the Coast Guard  
 Nearly 100 individuals were offered positions on the spot  
 Over 100 employers signed up as committed Veteran employers with VA   
 Employers expect to hire over 300 individuals as a result of a connection made at 

the hiring fair.  

BLS; As with the first Friday of every month, the BLS employment statistics were 
released today.  Attached is our ‘cheat sheet’ for your use and information.  Bottom line; 
National unemployment went from 6.7% to 6.6%, Veteran unemployment went from 
5.5% to 5.6%.  An interesting new development from our friends at the Department of 
Labor, they released new tables that add granularity to the “Unemployed Veterans in 
School”.  Previously, we only had the number for 18-24 year olds whereas now they 
have it broken down by age cohorts, full time and part time, and up to 54 years of age.  
  
Removing those who are in college either full-time or part-time yields the following 
changes: 
All (18-54) = 49k – unemployment rate goes from 5.6% to 5.1% 

18-24 = 4k* – unemployment rate goes from 11.9% to 9.2% 

25-34 = 18k – unemployment rate goes from 8.8% to 7.6% 

35-44 = 19k – unemployment rate goes from 4.9% to 4.0% 

45-54 = 8k – unemployment rate goes from 6.3% to 6.0% 

    *Does not meet BLS publication criteria 
  
V/R 

  
Curtis L. Coy  
Deputy Under Secretary for Economic Opportunity  
Veterans Benefits Administration  
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs  
  
  



  
Please Remember: 

         If you would like to review prior messages sent through this listserv, click 
http://benefits.va.gov/vow/economic_opportunity.htm. 
  

         If you would like to research, find, access, and, in time, manage your VA 
benefits and personal information please visit and/or register at 
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits-portal/ebenefits.portal. 
  

         If you are seeking employment in the federal government, particularly the VA, 
our VA for Vets high-tech tools and resources can help.  Visit online at 
http://vaforvets.va.gov/Pages/default.aspx or call 1-855-824-8387.   

  
If you would like to contact us about your VA education benefits: 

         You can send us a secure email that will usually be answered within 48 hours.  
You can also search for answers to frequently asked questions and register to be 
notified of any updates to the information.  This contact method is available 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week and can also be utilized worldwide.  Click here to 
enter the "Ask A Question" site or here to review our frequently asked questions.  
  

         You can call 1-888-GIBILL-1 (1-888-442-4551).  This line only accepts calls from 
7:00 AM - 7:00 PM central time Monday – Friday, though you are able to 
schedule a call back from a Customer Service Representative.  

 

http://benefits.va.gov/vow/economic_opportunity.htm
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits-portal/ebenefits.portal
http://vaforvets.va.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://gibill.custhelp.com/app/utils/login_form/redirect/ask
https://gibill.custhelp.com/app/answers/list
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Unemployment

Cohort (% of total) Rate Change Level Change Non-Vets

National 6.6% -0.1% 10.2M -200,000 -

     >27 Weeks 3.6M -300,000 -

All Veterans (100%) 5.6% 0.1% 599,000 11,000 7.0%

     Male 5.7% -0.2% 533,000 -15,000 7.6%

     Female 4.6% 1.8% 66,000 25,000 6.3%

Post-9/11 Veterans (32%) 7.9% 0.6% 189,000 11,000 -

     Male 8.2% -0.4% 160,000 -6,000 -

     Female 6.7% 4.4% 29,000 18,000 -

18-24 Veterans* (3%) 11.9% -3.7% 16,000 -7,000 14.4%

     Male 13.3% -7.4% 13,000 -10,000 16.0%

     Female** 8.4% - 3,000 - 12.7%

25-34 Veterans (20%) 8.8% 1.5% 122,000 11,000 7.3%

     Male 9.1% 0.4% 103,000 -2,000 7.9%

     Female 7.6% 5.8% 19,000 14,000 6.6%

35-44 Veterans (18%) 4.9% -0.2% 105,000 -2,000 5.6%

     Male 5.3% -0.3% 93,000 -4,000 5.8%

     Female 3.0% 0.3% 12,000 2,000 5.4%

45-54 Veterans (29%) 6.3% 1.1% 173,000 32,000 5.4%

     Male 6.6% 1.3% 156,000 35,000 5.8%

     Female 4.2% -0.3% 16,000 -3,000 5.1%

55+ Veterans (30%) 4.2% -0.6% 182,000 -25,000 5.0%

     Male 4.2% -0.8% 168,000 -34,000 5.5%

     Female 4.3% 2.5% 14,000 9,000 4.6%
  *  49,000 (12%) of all 18-54 Veterans (416,000) are enrolled in school either part time or full time

**  Does not meet BLS publication criteria

Unemployed by State Data

Highest Levels (32% of total) Level Rate

Illinois 50,000 14.0%

California 47,000 12.6%

Florida 32,000 12.5%

New York 29,000 11.3%

Washington 27,000 10.2%
*  Does not meet BLS publication Criteria

Employment Sector

Sector +/- +/-

Construction 48,000 Even

Professional/Business 36,000 Even

Leisure/Hospitality 24,000 Even

Manufacturing 21,000 Even

Wholesale Trade 14,000 -12,000

Highest Rates

Kentucky

West Virginia

Financial

Government

Healthcare

Sector

Retail

Transportation/Warehousing

Illinois

Wisconsin

Hawaii*
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